
 

 

Undergraduate Women 
in Business 

From the President’s Desk 

The Undergraduate Women in Business has a lot to be proud of 
this Winter Quarter. Over the past few months, our incredible executive 
team has worked hard putting together meaningful workshops and office 
visits, fun social and service events, and an absolutely wonderful Paving 
the Way Scholarship Banquet.  

Winter quarter commenced with a visit from Laurie Stroud, the 
Director of Strategic Business Development at Clear Channel Media + 
Entertainment. Also early in the quarter, UWiB participated in the 
Foster Week of Service by putting on a fun photo booth, where passing 
students could take pictures with various props and costumes for a small 
donation to our Cause of the Year, the Junior League’s Styled to Shine 
closet.  

For this quarter’s office visit, our members had the opportunity to 
visit Boeing and take a tour of their 737 facilities as well as meet with 
managers of the program. We also hosted a Big 4 Accounting firm panel, 
co-hosted a Diversity in Finance Panel, and partnered with the Foster 
Career Center to cosponsor the Diversity Networking Night and the 
Undergraduate Women in Breakfast events. Our Winter Quarter Fireside 
Chats networking night was also a great success, and members had the 
opportunity to meet with professionals from a variety of industries.   

The biggest focus of winter was our annual Paving the Way 
Scholarship Dinner and Silent Auction. The countless hours that our 
team had put in finally culminated in an incredible evening celebrating 
women in business. We hope that everyone that had the chance to join 
us at the event had a wonderful evening. Your generous support has 
directly impacted the education of deserving young women in business, 
and we sincerely appreciate it.       

 
Continued on Pg. 2 

 

W I N T E R  2 0 1 4  

Winter Events 

Jan 14   Winter Kick-Off with        
 Laurie Stroud 

Jan 22   UWiB Photo Booth 

Jan 28   ERC Meeting 

Feb 4    Phyllis Campbell 

Feb 11   Networking Night 

Feb 13   Valentine Social 

Feb 18    ERC Meeting 

Feb 25  7th Annual Paving the    
  Way Fundraiser  

Mar 4    Women in            
   Entrepreneurship Panel 

Mar 6     International Women’s  
   Day Event with CISB 

Mar 11    Workshop with Starbucks 
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President’s Letter 
Continued from Pg. 1 
All in all, winter quarter continued the strong 

momentum that we began in the fall, and we were able 
to create several opportunities for our members to 
connect to professionals and to each other while learning 
important skills that will serve them well in their futures. 
On behalf of the UWiB executive team, I would like to 
extend a thank you to all of the speakers who joined us 
this winter, as well as to everyone who helped make our 
Fundraiser an incredible success. It is a bittersweet 
feeling to realize that Spring Quarter will be my last 
quarter on the UWiB Executive Team, but I am looking 
forward to the wonderful events that we have in store for 
our members, and to create more memories with this 
amazing club.  

    -Hannah Nilsson 
 

 

Winter kick-off with Laurie Stroud 
 For our Winter Kickoff, Laurie Stroud, the 
Director of Strategic Business Development at Clear 
Channel Media + Entertainment spoke to us about her 
diverse career path and how she has succeeded as a 
woman in the business world. Growing up, Laurie 
always had a passion to work in retail, but after nearly a 
decade of working long and grueling hours in the 
industry, she decided it was time for a change. Her 
dynamic personality helped land her a job in the radio 
industry at Clear Channel, one of the world’s leading 
media and entertainment companies. Today, she is 
primarily responsible for creating and executing 
marketing and advertising campaigns for various clients 
including popular Seattle radio stations. 
 Laurie also discussed technology’s impact on the 
radio industry and how they are continuing to evolve to 
cater to the market conditions. Perhaps not surprisingly, 
radio continues to be the way the majority of people 
listen to music, but the way they listen does change over 
time.  Our members left Laurie’s presentation inspired 
and excited at the possibility to become a part of an 
industry they hadn’t previously considered. 
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7th Annual Paving the Way Scholarship Fundraiser 
Banquet  

A Huge Thanks to Our Sponsors 

Gold Level:  
• Prudential 

Purple Level:  
• PwC 
• Boeing 
• Hitachi Consulting 
• Lesa Sroufe & Co. 

On February 25th, the Undergraduate Women in Business hosted the 7th Annual Paving the Way 
Scholarship Fundraiser Banquet. This year, the event took place on campus at the newly renovated 
UW HUB, allowing both alumni and UW fans to come back to campus and enjoy the event in the 
beautiful South Ballroom. 142 people, comprised of UWiB members and volunteers, UW faculty and 
staff, professionals from the Seattle business community, friends, family, and our very special Keynote 
Speaker of the night, Jane Park, joined us for an evening of celebration for women in leadership. Jane 
Park is the CEO and Founder of Julep Beauty, Inc., a local beauty e-commerce business in the Seattle 
area. Jane spoke to UWiB’s guests about the realities of being both a CEO and a mother, while 
inspiring everyone with her positive outlook on life and the future. UWiB could not have asked for a 
better speaker to motivate UWiB members to become the next generation of future female business 
leaders. We were also thrilled to be able to give a $2,000 to a more than deserving member, Sarina 
Lim, who was a crucial part in making last year’s event a tremendous success. Through hard work 
from our members and generosity from local Seattle businesses, UWiB received 55 items and 19 cakes 
as donations for the silent auction and dessert dash. During the event, UWiB made an astounding 
$5,361.87 from the silent auction and over $2,500 from dessert dash. In total, UWiB was able to raise 
$12,602.07 for our endowed scholarship fund. All of our success would not have been possible 
without our supporters and wonderful volunteers, and especially our amazing sponsors. The 7th 
Annual Paving the Way Scholarship Fundraiser Banquet was a huge success, and it has helped UWiB 
to be one step closer to our ultimate goal of fully funding a UWiB member’s full UW tuition.            
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ERC Update: 

Philanthropy with a 
Fundraising Focus 

 Our first External Relations Committee 
(ERC) meeting of the quarter consisted of a social 
event as well as our usual committee meetings. This 
meeting was a great way for members to get to 
know each other better and included fun activities 
and ice breakers. We also used this time to raise 
interest in volunteer roles for our Annual Paving the 
Way Fundraiser. Every year, we give UWiB 
members the opportunity to come to the fundraiser 
as a volunteer which allows them to network with 
professionals while also helping to facilitate the 
event. 
 Our second ERC meeting was meant to 
prepare our 19 volunteers for the fundraiser. The 
members were grouped into committees that were 
led by officers. Their duties included helping with 
the silent auction, dessert dash, decorations, coat 
check and the check in station. Our fundraiser 
would not have been a success without the hard 
work of our amazing volunteers! Thank you all!  

 Throughout Winter Quarter, Philanthropy 
has stayed busy here on campus with an array of 
volunteering opportunities. From a university-wide 
Martin Luther King Day of Service to our very 
own Business School’s Foster Week of Service, 
we’ve volunteered at the HUB, Paccar Hall and 
across campus. Our week long Clothing Drive, 
Photo Booth Fundraiser and club Donation Drive 
were all hosted for our Cause of the Year, Styled to 
Shine Closet. 
 February 25th held another fundraiser but 
one of unique and particular grandeur. Our Paving 
the Way Scholarship Fundraiser not only allowed 
members to volunteer and help facilitate but also 
network and enjoy an evening with business 
professionals. 
  As we close the textbooks on Winter 
Quarter and look forward, I am particularly excited 
to offer UWiB volunteers an on-site service 
opportunity with our Cause of the Year during 
GirlsFirst’s Job Readiness Training followed by 
UW’s Relay for Life! So with special thank you to 
all our donors and volunteers, you’ve made our 
positive impact possible. Our Paving the Way 
Scholarship Fundraiser not only allowed members 
to volunteer and help facilitate but also network 
and enjoy an evening with business professionals. 
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Diversity in Finance Event with Phyllis Campbell 
The large collaboration with MDI, ABBS, ABSA, ALPHA, and Ascend resulted in a great 
“Diversity in Finance” workshop in January. Phyllis Campbell, the chairman of the board of 
JP Morgan & Chase, was an inspirational speaker and relevant to every club at the event. 
Being a second generation immigrant and one of the only women in her college finance 
classes, her road was paved with barriers. It was inspiring to the members to hear her story 
about how she overcame certain glass ceilings, paved the way for women in her industry, 
found great mentors, seized opportunities, and learned from failures. This event was a 
success, and ended with a wonderful extended Q&A session that gave members an 
opportunity to hear more about Phyllis’ experiences. 

Networking Night 

Summit Social with Boeing 

Winter Quarter would not have been complete 
without UWiB’s quarterly Networking Night! 
UWiB members met in the Deloitte Commons 
on February 11th to network with representatives 
from Prudential, Hitachi, Insight Global, Boeing, 
College Pro Painters, and Liberty Mutual. 
Participants of the event were able to make 
professional connections, practice interviewing 
skills, learn about different job opportunities at 
local businesses, and have their business related 
questions answered. With great music in the 
background and a table full of snacks, the event 
was both professional and fun! Members ended 
the night with lively conversation with their 
friends and new acquaintances.  
 

 For our Winter Quarter Summit Social, we 
traveled South to the Renton Boeing facilities for a 
737 tour and networking event with Laila Zayan, 
Business Employee Development, and Kat Tracy, 
737 MAX Estimating.  We were guided along the 
assembly line listening to our enthusiastic tour 
guild talk about how these amazing planes are 
built.  We learned some pretty jaw-dropping facts 
along the way, like that one 737 takes off or lands 
every 2 seconds somewhere in the world.  Not only 
are they very popular airplanes but they also are 
made extremely efficiently on a moving assembly 
line.  After we got to see these planes actually being 
built we headed up to a gorgeous conference room 
overlooking the water.  There, Kat and Laila told 
us about their career paths, what they do at Boeing, 
and tips about finding and maintaining healthy 
mentor/mentee relationships.  This trip out to 
Renton was a great opportunity for our members to 
actually see the product Boeing produces and then 
immediately hear about the awesome jobs that 
Boeing offers all to support these incredible planes.  
Laila and Kat were wonderful hosts and we all had 
a fabulous time exploring the giant Boeing facility.  
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Big Four Panel Women in 
Entrepreneurship Panel 

 This quarter, UWiB had the privilege of having 
the Big 4 Firms, Price Waterhouse Cooper 
(PwC), Ernst & Young (EY), Deloitte, and 
KPMG visit and host a panel to educate 
members on what exactly public accountants 
do. This was a great opportunity for members 
to learn more about another industry that they 
could potentially be a part of after obtaining 
their degrees. Members learned about what 
public accounting is, what the daily (or not so 
daily) life of a public account is, and how each 
panelist progressed to where they are today. 
All the members that had a focus in accounting 
or were interesting in accounting found it 
immensely helpful to hear directly from people 
who work in the firms. On the other hand, 
even the non-accounting majors found the 
panel to be interesting, as there are plenty of 
opportunities for non-accounting majors to 
thrive at these big companies. The Big 4 panel 
was highly successful and provided great 
insight to members on the industry and the part 
they could potentially play in it. 
 

UWiB partnered with StartUp UW and Women in 
Informatics to bring four amazing business owners 
to campus for our Women in Entrepreneurship 
Panel! Our panelists included: 
 
-Sarah Bryar, CEO of Rivet & Sway 
-Carrie Ferrence, CEO & Cofounder of Stockbox 
Grocers 
-Vanessa Fox, CEO & Cofounder of Nine By Blue  
-Kristen Hamilton, CEO & Cofounder of Koru 
 
All of these inspiring ladies provided valuable 
insight into what it takes to start, run, and grow a 
business. While their companies require a lot of 
time and devotion, they emphasized the 
importance of maintaining a balance between their 
professional and personal lives. They also pointed 
out that sometimes failures can lead to the greatest 
successes. Their advice certainly sparked the 
entrepreneurial spirit in many of our members! 
 

Valentine’s Day Social 

On the day before Valentine's Day, UWiB members dressed in pink and red attire gathered at our 2014 
UWiB Valentine Social for a fun evening of "gal"-entine themed-festivities. The event featured plenty of 
music, sugary treats, and games for members to get to know each other better and relax after a busy 
week of midterms.  The most popular activities included "Find Your Soul Mate", a game in which 
everyone was assigned celebrity names and asked each other questions to guess which famous celebrity 
couple they could be, and making flowery DIY valentines out of lollipops and tissue paper.  A big thank 
you to the Events Committee, who worked before, during, and after the Valentine Social to make the 
event such a success! 
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Undergraduate Women’s Breakfast 

Starbucks Workshop 

Starbuck’s very own Yuki Igarashi joined us for 
our last meeting of the quarter. She talked to us 
about her journey at Starbucks and her prior 
career and gave our members great tips for how to 
properly conduct an informational interview. We 
had a wonderful time munching on pizza and 
listening to Yuki share her knowledge about 
jump-starting your career.  We can’t wait to start 
informational interviewing with more companies 
to learn what jobs would truly be a good fit for us. 

Mentorship Program Update 

Winter quarter was a fun and productive time for many of our UWiB mentees and WiB 
mentors.  Mentors and mentees took a more independent approach to their mentoring 
relationships, meeting one-on-one for Starbucks coffee dates sponsored by the Mentorship 
Program.  Later on in the quarter, program leaders Anne Barker, Sheenu Thakran, and Rachel 
Burch hosted an informal Trivia Night Social, where mentors and mentees met for a fun 
evening of appetizers and trivia at the Ram Restaurant and Brewery in University Village.  The 
WiB & UWiB Mentorship Program is a liaison between UWiB and WiB, our sister 
organization for MBA students, that matches UWiB members with mentors from WiB and 
continues to provide them with mentoring resources and social activities throughout the year.  If 
you are interested in joining the mentorship program for the year 2014-2015, please contact 
Rachel Burch at r.burch@me.com. 

The second annual Women’s Breakfast was a 
great success. Undergraduate women and female 
Seattle professionals all gathered to network and 
enjoy a warm breakfast the morning of January 
29th while listening to the keynote speaker, Mary 
Knell, the CEO of Wells Fargo in Washington 
and Western Canada regions. Students gathered 
to network with companies including: Wells 
Fargo, Deloitte, Concur Technologies, Grant 
Thornton, KPMG, EY, PwC, West Monroe 
Partners, Eddie Bauer, The Boeing Company, 
and Liberty Mutual. Strategically placed at tables 
according to interests, the networking portion of 
the morning allowed the undergraduate women 
to get the most out of the event. Undergraduate 
Women in Business looks forward to partnering 
with the Career Services again next year for the 
third breakfast event. 



 

 

 

2013-2014 Executive Team 
President: 

 

Hannah Nilsson 

Vice President: 

Kelly Towne 

Director of Fundraiser: 

Kelly Phillips 

Director of Marketing: 

Juliana Pera 
Director of 

Administration: 

Clare Beusch 

Director of Technology 
and Logistics: 

Lauren Tam 

 

Director of Finance: 

Liana Shibuya 

Director of 

Philanthropy: 

Katie Meyer 

Director of ERC: 

Laura Gerber 

Director of 

Procurement: 

Jennifer Rempe 

Director of Student 

Relations: 

Rachel Burch 

Director of Publicity: 

Ellie Phillips 

 A Special Thanks to our 2013-2014 Sponsors: 

UNDERGRADUATE WOMEN IN BUSINESS WINTER 2014 
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